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In March of 2022, Parish President Mike Cooper created the
Undertreated Wastewater Task Force to address the environmental and
public health impacts from the often poorly treated wastewater
discharged from on-site sewage disposal systems (OSDS). The Task Force
includes stakeholders from State Agencies, Parish Council, Parish
Agencies, academia, environmental groups and community groups. The
proposed ordinance grew out of the Task Force discussions and the
acknowledged need for better management of OSDS.

WHAT IS THE TASK FORCE?
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GOAL OF THE ORDINANCE

The goal of the OSDS Ordinance is to bring heightened awareness to the
public of the need for proper sewage treatment and highlight the need
for responsible ownership and operation of these systems. By improving
in these two areas, the Parish will improve public health and the
environmental conditions that currently impair quality of life and limits
economic development.
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Council District Single Family Homes Sewered Unsewered % Unsewered

1 6,837 5,365 1,472 22%

2 7,464 3,199 4,265 57%

3 6,652 3,140 3,512 53%

4 6,721 5,956 765 11%

5 6,217 4,403 1,814 29%

6 6,800 1,698 5,102 75%

7 6,846 2,182 4,664 68%

8 6,098 5,733 365 6%

9 5,849 3,425 2,424 41%

10 6,344 5,533 811 13%

11 6,608 2,543 4,065 62%

12 6,729 5,607 1,122 17%

13 7,339 4,371 2,968 40%

14 5,681 4,219 1,462 26%

TOTAL 92,185 57,374 34,811 38%
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• STP Population of 264,570 (2020 census)
• Approximately 92,000 Total Households
• Approximately 35,000 On-site Sewage Disposal Systems (OSDS)

– Approximately 40% of Total Households
– Generates approximately 14,000,000 gallons of wastewater per day

• With 50% failure rate, approximately 7,000,000 gallons per day of poorly treated wastewater

• 200 miles of Impaired Waterbodies (not including tributaries) Associated with Poor Sewage
Treatment
– Black River
– Tchefuncte River (and tributaries)
– Bogue Falaya River
– Bayou Cane
– Bayou Lacombe
– Bayou Paquet
– Bayou Liberty
– Bayou Bonfouca
– Grand Lagoon
– W-14 Canal
– Salt Bayou

• Suspected Causes For Impairment
– Dissolved Oxygen
– Fecal Coliform (sewage indicator)
– Enterococcus (sewage indicator)

• Potential for LDEQ to Deny Requests for LPDES Discharge Permits (TMDLs)
– Businesses
– Large Developments

• Sewage Discharges to Ditches Exacerbate Mosquito-Transmitted Disease (W. Nile Virus)
– 600 Miles of Sewage Polluted Ditches are Larvicided Weekly by STP Mosquito Abatement

Existing Conditions
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St. Tammany 
303.d List of

Impaired 
Waterbodies



St. Tammany Parish Government

www.stpgov.org

St. Tammany 303.d List
Impaired Waterbodies
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Development Impact
LDEQ Discharge Permits
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Current Program
Sewer Inspection Permits
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• Driven by property transactions and transfer of electrical service
• The inspection fee is $100
• Inspections began 2003

• ~ 14 SIP inspections are conducted each day
• ~ 2,000 each year

• Approximately 47% of Initial Inspections Fail
• Most common reasons for failure:

• Needs to be pumped out
• Aerator not working
• Unpermitted
• Structural Issue

• Financial assistance is offered to qualified residents through the Parish’s Grants 
Department



Proposed Program
On-Site Sewage Disposal System Inspections
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• Residents that are currently connected to a community sewage system are 
not subject to this ordinance

• Residents in unincorporated St. Tammany Parish will be required to have 
their OSDS inspected by the Department of Environmental Services every 3 
years
• The inspection fee will remain at $100

• Systems that pass will be issued a Certificate of Compliance that is valid for 3 
years

• Systems will be inspected to confirm they are a functioning sewage 
treatment system

• Most common expected reasons for failure:
• Needs to be pumped out
• Aerator not working
• Structural Issue



Proposed Program
On-Site Sewage Disposal System Inspections
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Systems that are operating in a manner that results in no off-site
discharge of wastewater effluent (i.e. disposal is realized within
the boundaries of the property) will be exempt. The initial
inspection will be required to confirm no off-site discharge.

EXEMPTIONS

EXAMPLES

• Spray Irrigation
• Overland Flow

• Absorption Trenches



On-Site Sewage Disposal 
Systems (OSDS) – Types
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On-Site Sewage Disposal 
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ATU with Spray Irrigation



Proposed Program
On-Site Sewage Disposal System Inspections
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Compliance with the proposed ordinance will be governed by
Section 40-9 and 40-332 of the Parish Code of Ordinances which
allows:

ENFORCEMENT

• Issuance of Notices of Deficiency
• Identifies the violation(s)
• Prescribe time periods to correct deficiencies

• Assessment of a $100 per day penalty up to $10,000
• Termination of utility service
• Filing of a lien on the subject property



Community Sewage vs. OSDS Ordinance
Cost Comparison
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* LA Public Service Commission Statewide Average Monthly Sewer Rate

Comparative Costs Monthly Annual
OSDS 

Certificate
Pump 
Out Aerator Replacement

3 Year
Total

Avg Community Sewer Bill $28* $336 -- -- -- -- $1,009

OSDS - No Issues; Pump Out Req -- -- $100 $450 -- -- $550

OSDS - Aerator & Pump Out Req -- -- $100 $450 $300 -- $850

OSDS - System Replacement -- -- $100 -- -- $4,500 $4,600
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On-Site Sewage Disposal System Inspections
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The Task Force and Parish recognize that this Ordinance will create an unexpected
financial burden for some of our residents. The Parish intends to continue its grant
program for low to moderate income residents who qualify. This is currently being
done through the Parish’s Grants Department and utilizes Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) and HUD Grant funding.

The Parish is working with the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ)
to create a Pass-Through Loan Program utilizing the Clean Water State Revolving Fund
(CWSRF). The Parish will apply for a low interest CWSRF loan (0.95%) and
subsequently provide structured payment plans to residents needing assistance. The
CWSRF will also provide loan forgiveness for qualified residents.

This approach has been used successfully in other states and, if implemented here in
St. Tammany, would be the first such program in Louisiana. The LDEQ is eager to
develop this program.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE



Proposed Program
On-Site Sewage Disposal System Inspections
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE – MASSACHUSETTES MODEL



Expected Outcomes
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• Improve Public Health
• Reduce incidents of contact with poorly treated wastewater
• Reduction in habitat conducive to the vector (or mosquito) that transmits 

pathogens

• Improve Environmental Health
• Better ambient water quality

• Decrease biochemical oxygen demand
• Decrease bacterial load

• Potential for reduction in mosquito insecticides

• Improve Regulatory Environment
• Decrease the likelihood of discharge permits being denied by LDEQ due to 

waste load allocations and poor ambient water quality

• Raise Awareness
• It is the responsibility of the owners of OSDS to ensure proper operation of 

their system



Case Study - Ozone Woods Subdivision
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• Inspections conducted in partnership with the Pontchartrain Conservancy and 
funded by an EPA Grant

• Inspections of OSDS of 856 homes in LMI area
• Program focused on homeowner education but also required correction of 

identified deficiencies
• HUD and CDBG grant funds were used to make corrections/replacements for 

qualified homeowners

Results:

BL-3
- 49% reduction in BOD
- 18% reduction in Fecal

BL-4
- 65% reduction in BOD
- 36% reduction in Fecal



Contact Us

St. Tammany Parish will be the place to be along 

the I-12 Corridor. Through EFFICIENT, 

TRANSPARENT and ACCOUNTABLE operations, 

St. Tammany Parish Government will promote a 

STRONG ECONOMY with INNOVATIVE 

DEVELOPMENT, while investing in our natural 

environment and cultural diversity, to preserve 

the QUALITY OF LIFE that makes St. Tammany 

Parish vibrant and unique.

ST. TAMMANY PARISH GOVERNMENT
21490 KOOP DRIVE
MANDEVILLE. LA 70471

p 985.898.2535
e es@stpgov.org
w stpgov.org

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Our Vision
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Thank you for your attention and interest 
in our GREAT Parish! If you think of other 
questions, please feel free to contact us. 

We will be happy to assist you.
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Questions or Comments?


